THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
separated by an interval  of several  centuries.    The
transition to a monetary system of economy began in
England in the eleventh and was  completed in the
fourteenth century, whereas Puritanism appeared towards
the end of the sixteenth century and, as in France, could
be traced back to the spiritual influence of John Calvin.
In another passage of the same article we find the
following  statement:    " The   Romans   developed   no
civilisation of their own, because when they made their
conquests they were barbarians.    Moreover, the eco-
nomic development of Rome was already on the decline."
Let us consider the second sentence first.   If the accumu-
lation of immense riches, the transition to ever more
complex economic institutions, are to be regarded as
symptoms of decline, then the economic system of Great
Britain was in constant decline during the whole of the
nineteenth century.   If they are not to be considered as
such, then the political economy of the ancient Romans
was in constant progress until the second century after
Christ.   We may look upon it as a decline from a moral
point of view, if we choose to consider the economic system
supported by vigorous peasants in the early days of the
republic as the climax.   Anybody is free, of course, to
decide which system he prefers;   but peasant political
economy is not usually attended by a high culture.
Nothing, moreover, could be more preposterous than
to declare that the Romans were barbarians in the second
century B.C., which was the period in which they con-
quered Greece and the countries tinged by Greek culture.
The Romans have sometimes been called barbarians
in comparison with the Greeks because they did not
produce an art and a philosophy properly their own.
The word was meant in a relative sense.   When we call
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